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NAME: ________________ Introduction to The House on Mango Street 
 
Word Bank for Notes 
 
Simile motif bilingualism seven Latina nine 
 
Diverse biographies vignettes theme hope    personification 
 
Neena Lucy naming sisterhood growing roots 
 
Chicago Las Vegas first kiwi Mango Minerva 
 
Age barrio Sally school brothers sisters 

 
The House on Mango Street 
 

 Sandra Cisneros (author) 
1. Written in _______________ (year) 
◆ Author Biography 
2. Cisneros was born in 1954 and grew up in _______________ 
◆ Her mother was English-speaking and of Mexican heritage while her father 

was Spanish-speaking. 
3. What is 
assimilation?_____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
4. Cisneros was the only daughter of ______________ children 
5. Part of a group of ___________________/Chicana writers 
◆ Sellout? Realistic? 
◆ Postmodernism 
6. ___________________/multicultural 
7.The House on Mango Street is a collection of _______________ (literally a 
small picture or portrait that has a background that fades away without border), 
strong on images, sounds 
8. Also PM because of the ______ of being a woman in a man’s world 
◆ Point of View 
9. This novella is written in the _______person point of view. (I) 
10. Dozens of characters are introduced, all who live on ________________ 
Street 
◆ Setting 
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11. ___________________________, late 21st century 
12. __________________________(Spanish-speaking neighborhood), very 
crowded 
◆ Spans one year 
13. The House on Mango Street is a traditional bildungsroman (coming of 
______________________________ novel) 
◆ Main Characters 
14. Esperanza: (means ____________________________ in Spanish), 12 years 
old 
• Papa: from Mexico, works hard, never home, Mama: grew up in US 
15. Rachel and _________________________: Esperanza’s best friends who 
live across the street 
◆ Main Characters 
16. ___________________________: bold and glamorous, same age as 
Esperanza, runs away in 8th grade to get married 
17. ___________________________: Esp’s younger sister, dreamy 
◆ Marin: neighbor who teaches Esp. about boys, has a fiancée in PR, is sent 

back at the end of the year 
18. Alicia: Esp.’s friend who works hard and tries to escape Mango Street, not 
by men, but through _________________________ and hard work 
19. Carlos and Kiki: Esp’s younger _____________________

______________________ 
◆ Elenita: fortune teller 
20. __________________________: shares poems with Espernaza, a few years 
older, has husband and two children  
◆ Rafaela: wife who is locked in her house to keep her out of “trouble” 
◆ Tito: jerk-boy 
◆ Themes 
21. Power of __________________________ and escape through words 
(Esperanza’s writing, English vs. Spanish) 
◆ Identity (Does Esperanza need to be “white”? What “type” of girl is she? 
◆ What is means to be a woman 
22. _______________________________________ 
◆ Symbols 
23. Shoes: represent _________________________ up, maturing, stepping 
away and outside yourself 
24. Trees: surviving your ____________________________ (neighborhood, 
Mango Street), being able to bend, stronger than you look, Esp. directly 
compares herself to a tree in “Four Skinny Trees” 
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25. _______________________________(repeating ideas) 
◆ Falling (from trees, in love, etc.) 
26. Names (the power of words): most all characters have two name except Esp. 
(showing ____________________________ and surviving in two worlds), 
power of poetry 
◆ Women looking out windows (isolation) 
◆ Literary Devices 
◆ Imagery: strong descriptions using taste, touch, sight, sound, hearing 
◆ Internal rhyme (poetry) 
27. _________________________________: comparisons using “like” or “as” 
◆ Repetition, cataloging (lists) 
28. _____________________________: making the inhuman human-like 

 


